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Fig. 1 Geographic distribution of dinosaurs’ footprint localities
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Table2  Taxonomic statistics of dinosaurs’ footprints in Sichuan Province
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DISTRIBUTION CHARACTERISTICS AND
EVALUATION OF THE DINOSAUR FOOTPRINTS
FROM SICHUAN

YE Yong PENG Guang-zhao  JIANG Shan  HAO Bao-giao
(Zigong Dinosaur Museum, Zigong 643013, Sichuan)

ABSTRACT

Sichuan Province is a hilled region that exposes a continuous and widespread
Mesozoic red beds which bears rich dinosaur bones and footprints. Since the first discovery
of dinosaur footprints in Yibin County in 1960, 34 localities of dinosaur footprints have
been found and 18 species of dinosaur footprints have been named in Sichuan. The dinosaur
footprint species of Sichuan are more than those in any other province of China. The
characteristic of the dinosaur footprints from Sichuan are of the earliest geological age, with
continuous geological distribution, wide geographical distribution and abundant species. It
not only eliminated the gap of the Triassic dinosaur footprints in China, but also made up
for the deficiency of the Cretaceous dinosaur fossils of Sichuan. So, it has very important
academic values in studying systematic classification and evolution of the dinosaur of
China.

Key words Sichuan, Dinosaur footprints, Distribution
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